Pastor Roy’s Sermon from Nov. 25, 2012

Readings: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, Psalm 93, Revelation 1:4b-8, John 18:33-37
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the Christ our King.

| found a story about a king told by Paul Coelho. There was once a king who was ill. ¢Hefrear
healer who was able to make people well and paid her a visit. She asked the kingytAnmit
shortfalls and failures as a family man and the leader of this kingdomie€3ion helps us to own up
to our problems, and liberates us from guilt and shamBé king told her, “Make me well without all
this talk.” He liked to imagine his accomplishments and great power to inflaeddee admired by
the people. He didn't like to face his weakness which made his leadershipireffé8ting me
someone who heals without all these annoying questions.” The healer went awagnarzhck with
another healer. She said, “I have found that many problems come not from germsases ding
from matters of the heart: but since you refuse to talk | have found another emevofks with those
who do not talk. My friend is a veterinarian.”

There are many presidents, prime ministers, and rulers of nations todaym®Kegta good leader? Is

it not someone with vision to know the path to justice and freedom, plus the ability to lead tieeipeopl
that direction? And yet how many leaders have been weakened by their ptasesahd arrogance?
Most would like to lead their people into wisdom, justice, and peace; but they beconctatidisa

their own fears and anxieties—so their leadership is undermined by greed afall tloegxecute true
justice and freedom. Fortunately, most leaders have a mixture of motives andrgdh age of
democracy, limits are placed on absolute power and we are aware of thelstadrtfal leaders and

our political parties. Which seem to become more and more divided with time fok¢éhef she

personal gain of the politicians, the commentators, and those on both sides of the isle who have
blinding agendas.

Today we celebrate the leadership of our Lord Jesus Christ. We celekinageveho, in the vision of
John the elder, is the faithful witness of a timeless reign of love which seeeus five truly.

In the Gospels, our King Jesus meets the administrator of his district—Palatas-fvho asks him a
few questions. Jesus knows full well that the political and religious world oftiRalé@sthe first
century, will not allow him to speak freely of justice and the kingdom of God and stay adésus
presents to Pilate a different kind of king and a much different reign than the Rorpae.Edesus
reigns in his kingdom with truth—a truth that challenges everyone. Here is a trudofwyijustice,
and mercy. True peace which begins with God, within—a life giving justice from Ginth walls into
guestion illusions which seem so true, so vital, filled with a kind of hope—but alas, as-emtg
end--as this temptation to worship all of the wrong things.

So how do we serve Jesus Christ our King? What is our foundation? ?7?7? It begins gythThere

can be nothing until there is mercy. Nothing. Our foundation is the lovingkindness of teefied

God. Our response is gratitude. Those who receive a great gift respond withaksgiving. Is not

all of life grace? To awaken. To breathe. To digest the food we eat. To swidis@wcd other

illnesses. To observe and participate in the beauty of God's creation. Tolwdrave family. To

have friends? To have a home out of the elements. To meet with people who care about @s. To lov
and be loved? All these are gifts of mercy, grace, unconditional love—which tsuttiegspoint of the
spiritual life of hope.



Christ our King is not about political power and getting our way, but about the life givarge to
serve and love. Freely we receive, freely we give.

As with the king who didn't want to talk about his problems, we face our own challé&ayss, and
weaknesses by inward confession to ourselves and outward confession to others anavE&ade |If
honest (2x), we can receive mercy and live in mercy and we—and our people-uall bdruly well.
Of course the challenges, fears, and weaknesses are always close by-y-&kel thelrive us crazy,
but the mercy of God is more so—if we but trust this King who offers a very diffieregdom, who
reigns in a very different way. The mercy of our Good Shepherd King leads wsdwrhlife, death,
and resurrection into humble service, by which we find--in mercy and actionifaew |

All of the seasons of the Christian calendar repeat this truth because nor@radstraturally—not
for any of us. Grace is lifelong challenge.

May the Spirit lead us to gladly serve in the name of the King who loves freelg@nasdree. Amen.



