Pastor Roy’s sermon from March 23, 2014

Children's lesson: Speed dialing God. When do you pray?
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer is pondering. Mulling over the details of our lives and holding them up to ligbtdtf IBve.
Offering the details up to God. Giving them over to mercy. Sometimes this intdadeisg to allow
dysfunctional thought habits to cease.

Moses takes his troubles to God. In the middle of the desert, Israel demagids‘@at, they are
going to kill me! How can | give them water?” Soon he is able to draw watetli@oesert rock—to
do the impossible because he prayed.

Paul learns that suffering produces endurance, endurance produces characteraetsl ohaeals
hope. This strong hope is the gift of the Spirit revealed in prayer. Paul held up bidtaiffito God
and learned this pattern of growth in faith. His faith did not come because he had natloal or
talent for understanding God. No, his faith grew out of his difficult experiences, hjsigahardships
and his joy in caring for those God had placed in his path. In prayer he listened toitleft8mrthe
details of his life. A mutual process of listening, and speaking, and struggleg. Paul follows the
Spirit of his Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus prayed with a listening ear to the Spirit's voice. This Voice cathetb lgjuestion some common
assumptions of his people. Assumptions that foreigners and persons of mixed radi avetd

unclean, bad, to be avoided at all cost, and that this was actually part of being a gobleJsen
assumed that women were unclean and to be avoided lest they cause a righteousumaietarsd

sin. Women who had “checkered” marital histories were even more unclean and to be awsded. J
learned to question these assumptions, obviously, when he openly talks to a likely shunned woman.
Perhaps this is all summed up well in Jesus' statement, “I have food to eat, aboybwlkicbw

nothing.”

In prayer we slowly learn to depend upon those things which truly matter. We lealiowo f

faithfully. Faithfully does not mean perfect. Faithfully means “with faitBricceeding or failing, with
faith. Faith is patient, humble hope. Faithfulness is not goodness, it is openness to thetleice of
Spirit. Faithfulness is the decision to pray and hope in God's mercy which teathé® userciful.
Moses, Paul, and Jesus were merciful. It was not easy. The price foaithéuriess was great.

It demanded all. No, it did not demand perfection—whatever that might be. It demandethcentm
to letting go. In prayer they faithfully pursued mercy. They were full of @matnd conflicted
thoughts, but they finally came down on the side of mercy. In prayer, faithfusressil consuming
force. Through one struggle after another. One weary confession of neecbardter another. But
it is the orientation of the faithful, in life. Openness and desire for divine faitsfilnés a refusal to
give up or give in to the darkness, to the hatred, to the judgment that another is evil aret dedss
ignored or set aside. Mercy sensibly gives another chance, hopes for a “esiset God.

We must continually reorient ourselves to the light of God's love in prayer. Bnivha live outside
understand this on chilly or downright cold days. Their bodies face the sun. Sure, ihdystheir
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backs go to the wind. But if possible one side will face the sun. The sun warms. hTbé@Ggd's
mercy warms our spirits and souls. It fills our souls with light and life. Prayeconstant reorienting
of ourselves to God's mercy.

In this season of preparation, of waiting, of hoping—Ilet us pray. Let us follow thésSglitto listen.
To live faithfully. Not perfectly, just open to the Spirit's lead. May we follow rin@ge to orient our
decisions, our reactions, our goals, our assumptions, our attitudes, our commitments Gadsltard.
easy? You know it's not. Is it convenient? Is it enjoyable? Perhaps not, but ibidytipath into joy
and peace that cannot be taken away from us.

Paul suggests, “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ—which liswtalking
about here—living with faithfulness--through whom we have access to grace, andsvenl®od's
glory. And in our sufferings, knowing that they produce endurance, character, and hopehiélisoa
gift of the Spirit received in prayer.

So Pray. Be reoriented to the Spirit of God's mercy, love, peace, and joy. Tbidifis of faith.
Thanks be to God! Amen.



