Pastor Roy’'s Sermon from March 17, 2013

Isaiah 43:16-21, Ps. 126, Phpp 3:4b-14, John 12:1-8

Children's sermon. WV Quarter™3™ grade wfountain lines Water. Rivers in the desert. Abundant
water to give drink to my people.]

Mary, Lazarath and Martha's sister, loved Jesus. As a brother, as a friandknéw that Jesus was in
danger as long as he was near Jerusalem. But he didn't let that get in ttidwagaching or

visiting. So Mary wasn't going to let the expense of her gift get in tigeofaer expression of love.
So she takes unimaginably expensive perfume and pours it on his feet and rubs it in math her
That's pretty expressive.

Do we live our lives more like Mary's response or like Judas' feigned concern for the poor?

Do we believe in Jesus? Are we willing to pour out whatever is dear to us fokéhef seesus? Have
we taken on his values? Do we know his freedom? Have we learned to be wasteful of bie,valua
limited time, energy, and other resources for the sake of Jesus?

Discipleship is not an easy calling to follow—to say yes to one who freely galieelaway. Isn't it
interesting that Christianity is the dominant religion in the West, and ige$at difficult to practice! We
hear the call to follow. We love the grace, yes, and if it weren't for thatowk for the most part be
lost because it's difficult to freely give our lives away.

Oh, sometimes it makes us feel good to help others, to be busy, to love and be loved, but sometimes w
just want to keep some of it back for ourselves. We have a hard time with the sermon ouarttie- m

the beatitudes, the Lord's Prayer, love your enemies, be the salt of thel@attivorry about your

clothing, don't try to impress people, don't tell people when you do something noble.

Jesus takes all the fun out of being good. What? If you can't toot your own horn, what'stthre poi
being decent? Well, | guess that is the point of discipleship. To learn tryéri@saghteousness,
healthy forgiveness, authenticity and integrity.

Jesus taught it, but first, Jesus got it. Oh, he was definitely human—same steggbese. But his
circumstances—jealous, shallow religious leaders and jumpy Roman overloydsushed him to the
edge and he chose the path of non-resistance. He turned the other cheek, and in the end,titénade a
difference in the world. Jesus had integrity. He took his authentic living all theowiae cross and

didn't back down.

That day, his followers learned the cost of discipleship. They learned to lovele@hssd to serve.
They learned to give their lives away. They saw the ultimate extravgiffaritHere, | give you my
life. What will you do with it? Will you share your life with others? Evwemvays and at times that
you'd rather not?

Mary saw it coming. It doesn't seem as though Peter did. It took such a pasdul fer him to learn
to live this gospel message which Mary understood. She poured out her expensivegift f
momentary act of love. Peter and the other men and some of the women learned toxgeesive
ways and live lives of service.



Do we follow like Mary followed? Do we love as she loved? Do we follow like Petemfed?
Perplexed and baffled that Jesus didn't have more sense to stay out of trouble? \BtetAndhe
wouldn't even let us fight! Mary anoints, knowing in her gut that Jesus will die. But lowvmagltihe
same.

At first, Peter isn't quite sure he respects this man like he used to. “Jesus, wkdtaleewo lose?
We're all ready to die, anyway, like you said.” So confused. So lost. He submashtovidbout
resisting because he knows that his life is safely secured in God'®wudsegs and limitless life. I'm
sure Mary felt lost and confused too after he died—even though she had foreshadowednigis comi
death. Maybe they just had different ways of expressing their love for thishanewved so intensely
and gave so much.

Even the late bloomer Paul learned to give it all up for a dying resurreetssl ggomething worth
living and dying for.

Let us ask ourselves, “Is my faith a faith of convenience or do | really loveergiibor?” This grace
of God will never fail us, but a faith that always receives grace but ige&dyaround to living it, is a
poor faith indeed.

In this final week of Lent before the Holy Week of the passion of our Christ, letongjlsticonsider
how we practice our faith—the faith which our Lord demonstrated courageously, targtedt love
and grace. A faith which preferred death to unfaithfulness to God and his friends. |dak fsward
in our faith, the past is done, but we can struggle with all the saints to follow our Loliteinfa
selfless service. It's a difficult path, but the Spirit guides us in it aridevilaithful to lead us if we
remain open and follow.



