Pastor Roy’s Sermon from June 2, 2013

Grace, Mercy, and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 6/2/13

Solomon prays for something that is not based on nationality. He prays that people frdandghe

will come to learn of God through the temple he has built. But it isn't the tempbirdiaat the people
but God's outstretched arm and mighty hand. In other words God and God's people's actistisefor |
and peace will attract those who seek wisdom. For Solomon, wisdom flows from God who keeps
faithful, covenant love.

Jesus teaches, and Paul reminds, that walking with God is an inner relationship-#suwaspimuning
with the Spirit of God. Paul recalls receiving the Gospel directly from thé 8pChrist. Paul's point
is that the Gospel is not a matter of personal opinion or political persuasion. Hisaubthuman
approval or authority as some in Galatia had made it out to be.

The Gospel is the firey wind and breath of God's Spirit at work in this world. It chermmaintained or
confined. The Spirit is God at work within us and through us. We can't depend on our own persuasion
to get things done, but must allow the Spirit to proclaim and accomplish the good newsul FitvePa
Gospel is first about the grace of Jesus Christ, the mercy of God.

We learn from Solomon, Paul, and Jesus that the Holy Spirit works in the humilityceffgraall who
receive it.

We learn this from the Centurion. He's very concerned about his slave who is neailteath.
centurion is humble; he does not feel worthy to have Jesus in his home. But he boldly tedieves
Jesus can give the word and his servant will be healed from a distance.

His faith is twofold. First, he believes Jesus can help. Second, he gives up his owal politisocial
power because he understands that grace isn't a matter of trading stresgénéith. Healing does
not come to those who trade favors. Healing comes to those who recognize and welconerg@ure

It is always a temptation to try to earn our own healing. To prove ourselves wadrhgnjoy
whatever spiritual, social, or political powers we find in our possession. Trdemishe Gospel,
calls us to lay these down and accept grace that comes to us. There is no s$tatkisguom of God.
We are all at times tempted to think there is, but as the expression goes, the geeidcigte cross.

Leading up to and ending on the cross, Jesus releases any authority, position, or advah@gasha
and lets go of his life for healing. By offering himself, he createsiémee Jesus demonstrates on the
cross that the wisdom of God is about deep trust in free grace.

That is why Jesus says, “I have not found such faith even in Israel” aftentneae reveals his faith.
Here is a political military man with social status too, who sets aside hexgtovallow pure grace to
work its goodness. He realized that force and grace are mutually excluseoleis kmorant of the
other's ways. You cannot have both at the same time. In the New Testamédistifiies don't seem to
learn this humble acceptance of Grace until the book of Acts. And even then it gdenasdtruggle.

Jesus' decision to yield to the cross forced the disciples to get on board witle thattme of grace or
to walk away forever. Some of the women understood the Gospel before the crosslagdaiene

1



loved Jesus more than money or status. She had received mercy, and that's all sheutdrecha
that point on. Mary, sister of Lazarus and Martha, also understood. She didn't careopleat pe
thought, she was going to listen to Jesus first, then perform her social obligatioekitchen. She
got it! The Gentile woman whose daughter was terribly ill and unable to hegiffggaslly humbles
herself before Jesus. She doesn't care what Jesus thinks or says of her andeheshpewphts mercy.
That's all that matters—the healing of her daughter whom she loves moredhtseliif The one leper
who was not a Jew, who had nothing with which to bargain, returns to Jesus to expressuds.gratit
He wasn't healed because he deserved it; he was healed purely out of thetgen&od. | guess the
others thought they somehow deserved to be healed and so they, in their ecstasy andoraw free
didn't think to turn and say thank you.

If you think about it, the people who had no status or reputation tend to understand and accept God's
grace in the Gospels. They are humble. They are shocked by God'sanbthg eternal foundation

of grace at work in all of God's creation. It is quite shocking how the abundance & ¢dodtantly

at work without fail, without end. Their misunderstanding of faith had falsely told tineyrhad no

value. Jesus tells them otherwise during his ministry. . .and they tend to get iekbeeausumility

opens them to the wisdom of God. No false pride to prevent them from receiving mercy.

Yet the centurion had plenty of reputation and social status. How did he, a Roman officey, humbl
understand grace? The Gospel is full of surprises and unexpected turns. Iflibpeef the
centurion, for the Marys, for the despairing Gentile mother, for all the outspgelsaps most of all, if
there was hope for the disciples who had such a hard time figuring out the teuefu@od, there is
certainly hope for you and me.

When it comes to faith and trusting, if we learn to wait—to let go of our illusions ofrgovade, if
we learn to let go of our desire to earn meaning rather than simply racasvehe gift of God, then
humility will reveal the goodness and healing of God around us.

The Holy Spirit works in the humility of grace for all who receive it. Amen.



