Pastor Roy’s Sermon from June 10, 2012

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Our welcome into the family of God is our Baptism. Baptism is the sign theawebeen joined to
the love, friendship, and unity of God. In baptism we are cleansed, we are wasleeh fo@med a
child of God.

Some churches understand baptism to be a confession of faith in God's mercy arch saltaty
focus on baptism as a step of faith--a symbol of faith—an ordinance of the church.chbehes
tend to baptize youth and adults who are able to confess their own faith.

Other churches, including the Lutheran church, have a different understanding srhbdpbr us,

baptism is not a symbol but a sign. In baptism we see not primarily a personasmontd faith, but

the action of God. God acts in the water with the Word of God. God speaks in baptism of aibew real
that names the baptized as “child of God.” Baptism proclaims the promise of GodAREoa child

of God. You ARE cleansed. You ARE beloved, forgiven, embraced forever. You ARE fr

The baptized no longer needs to seek to be saved or fear losing that salvation. No needi® conti
keeping score of how much you owe God. No need to convince God or any of the rest of us that you
are ok. We ARE ok before God and that is all that matters. We are crgdded lior Grace. In water

we find life. Every time we touch water, drink water, bathe, see the rain, wenareled that we are
beloved of God. Perfectly freed by love to love freely with no strings attached. Nogaotdd\o fear,

No Shame. In water we confess our cleansing from sin, our brokenness, our despair.

Put simply, when the water touches our head and the Word of God's promise is pthcleraee
claimed by God. From that point on, if we ever doubt or wonder, or aren't quite sure wheetlrer w
good enough, we can remember the water and the Word and know that we are a beloved cdild of G

That is what baptism does. Baptism is not about me and my ability to comprehend anGdéfne
mercy and be faithful to that mercy. Baptism is about God naming me, far beyondityyabgrasp

it,--a beloved child of grace. That is why we baptize infants. Its not about sneot Bibout you. Its
about God. God's promise creates my identity. It names me. Nothing | say, think, odiésob/e

or destroy that identity.

The embrace of God is without limit. Yes, sometimes we fail to understand apd &cbut that does
not limit the unconditional love of God. Baptism is our sign. Baptism is God's welcohe st
gracious and loving family ever. Communion also reminders us that we are beloved. byt
Jesus gives of his body and blood freely. A sign of our Lord's presence--aeltebf freedom and
peace. Neither baptism nor communion are a judgment or warning that we haddbétteg!a.
Instead, they are God's blessing of peace proclaimed for all who can liec&wel's mercy is wide
and open. In it we are freed to be those people whom God created us to be.

Thanks be to God for the sacrament of baptism. May it be a source of strength fasall Ainen.



